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• This report shows that the tobacco 

industry (TI) has not changed. TI 

is still a problem.  

• TI may claim that it is changing 

in public, but behind the scenes it 

is fighting tooth and nail to 

sabotage effective regulation.  

 

 

First Global Index on Tobacco Industry 

Interference in Health Policy 



1. The industry’s participation in policy 

development  

2. Corporate social responsibility activities  

3. Benefits given to the tobacco industry 

4. Unnecessary government-industry 

interaction 

5. Transparency 

6. Conflicts of  interest 

7. Measures that prevent industry influence  

 

 

The Global Index scores country on how 
they respond to TI interference 



Overall Tobacco Industry Interference 
(33 countries) 

The lower the score, the better the ranking  



Tobacco Industry Interference in Policy 
Development 

The tobacco industry blocks or delays 

efforts to develop tobacco control 

policies, such as comprehensive laws, or 

prominent graphic warnings on packs or 

increasing tobacco tax.  

 Korea, Nepal, U.K. and Uruguay 

show low level of TI interference 

 Japan, China and Philippines 

experienced the most interference 



Tobacco Industry access senior officials 
through sponsored events such as CSR 
activities 

• The tobacco industry’s CSR activities is a 

problem in 25% of  countries -

Bangladesh, China, Egypt, India, Japan, 

Jordan, Philippines and South Africa.  

 poverty alleviation,  

 student aid, disaster relief, and  

 environmental protection,  

• Often non-health departments were 

involved in endorsing tobacco CSR 

activities. 



Countries still give incentives to Tobacco 
Industry 

• Tax breaks benefitted industry in 

many countries.  

• Incentives, exemptions and duty-free 

tobacco boost production and sales in 

markets that may have other 

regulations in place.  

• Only Sri Lanka bans duty-free sales 

of  cigarettes.  



Transparency matters 

Countries fared better when they were 

more transparent in dealings with the 

industry, including recorded 

interactions and political donations.  

Contributions and gifts from the 

tobacco industry are banned in Brazil, 

Canada, France, Iran, Myanmar, 

Turkey, U.K., Uganda and Uruguay.  



• The UK, Uganda, and Iran are diverse 

countries and the most successful in 

resisting industry influence.  

• They prove that any country can have 

good measures to prevent tobacco 

companies from having undue 

influence on health. 

 

Any country can succeed  



The JMC prohibits the following: 

• Unnecessary interaction with the tobacco 

industry 

• Preferential treatment to the tobacco 

industry 

• Accepting gifts, donations, and sponsorship 

• Financial interest in the tobacco industry  

• Accepting other favors 

• Conflict of  interest with the tobacco industry  

Philippines Code of  Conduct for 
government officials 



• Be transparent when dealing with the 

tobacco industry,  

• Firewall government officials through 

proper rules of  engagement with the 

industry,  

• Require information on production, 

marketing and revenue from tobacco 

industry 

• Increase awareness across government 

agencies about tobacco industry tactics.  

 

How Governments can protect 
themselves 



It's Time to Shine the Light on the 

Tobacco Industry 

STOP is a partnership between the Tobacco Control Research Group at the 

University of Bath, the Global Center for Good Governance in Tobacco Control, The 

Union’s Department of Tobacco Control, and Vital Strategies with funding from 

Bloomberg Philanthropies. 

Governments must stand firm and fulfil 
their mandate to protect public health 

For more information: www.exposetobacco.org 
www.globaltobaccoindex.org     

http://www.exposetobacco.org/
http://www.globaltobaccoindex.org/

