TexcT 3BepHeHHs (MOBOIO OpuUTiHaAYy)

Heodiniriunit nepekaaa yKpaiHCbKOIO MOBOIO

VIDEO MESSAGE BY
HIS ALL-HOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW TO
THE EUROPEAN NETWORK FOR SMOKING AND TOBACCO
PREVENTION (ENSP)

% % %

Dear Professor Dr. Panagiotis BeHrakis, President, and the
distinguished members of the European Network for Smoking and
Tobacco Prevention, our beloved in the Lord:

We address you today with paternal love and deep appreciation
for the vital work undertaken by the European Network for Smoking
and Tobacco Prevention. Since your establishment in Brussels in 1997,
you have served as a leading platform for coordination and advocacy,
uniting experts and public health professionals across our continent
in the pursuit of a noble goal: a society free from the scourge of
tobacco and nicotine addiction.

Your commitment to cooperation and evidence-based public
health policy —especially in the safeguarding of children and young
people —resonates deeply with the ethos of the Orthodox Church.

In our Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas 2016, we declared
the following year as the Year of the Protection of the Sacredness of
Childhood, recognizing that the purity of children is a reality of

extraordinary holiness—a sign of the life of the Kingdom graciously


https://center-life.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Videozvernennia-Patriarkha-Varfolomiia.pdf

present in our very midst. For this reason, the stewardship and care of
youth remain the most essential index of any society’s dedication to
the good.

Yet we observe with grave concern that in our own time the
sanctity of childhood is increasingly imperilled. As we warned in that
same Encyclical, the pervasive influence of electronic media can
profoundly shape a child’s inner life. Today’s digital environments
often promote constant acquisition and consumption, transforming
children from a tender age into mere consumers, hastening the
erosion of their innocence.

This danger is nowhere more evident than in the spread of
addictive nicotine products. While traditional tobacco continues to
claim millions of lives each year, new devices have emerged that are
deliberately designed to attract the young. Through appealing forms,
colours, and flavours, they seek to bind developing minds to chemical
dependency. Such practices represent a profound perversion of
nature, converting the guilelessness of youth into what the Church
has described, in the theological reflection For the Life of the World, as
“engines of sheer covetous longing.”

The enslavement of a child’s developing brain to
addiction—creating a false need where none existed—is a tragedy
that demands a united response. Today, organizations such as the

ENSP act as societal gatekeepers. By advocating for smoke-free



environments, advertising bans, and the regulation of these harmful
products, you are helping to defend the freedom and dignity of the
next generation.

We congratulate you on your sustained scientific and
educational efforts and bestow upon your leadership, your members,
and your laudable projects our wholehearted Patriarchal blessing.
May you continue to lead the way toward a healthier Europe,
preserving that which is most sacred among us, for the life of the

world and for its children.



Heodiuirtumit nepekaas 3 aHI AiMICbKOI

BiaeossepHeHHs
Moro BcecssitocTi Beceaencnkoro IMarpiapxa Bapgpoaomis
A0 €BpoIIericbKOoi MepeXi 3 NpOoQPiaaKTUKM KyPiHHS Ta BXVBAHHS
TIoTIOHY (ENSP)

Beapmuianosumit  mpogecope gokrope Ilanarnorice bexpakice,
ITane IlIpesumgenTte, Ta 1mIaHOBHI YaeHu EBpPOIENCHKOI Mepexi 3
npo¢iaaKTUKM KYPiHHS Ta BXKMBaHH: TIOTIOHY, Hallli ya100.4eHi B I'ocrioai,

Cporogni Mm 3Bepra€emMocsi A0 Bac 3 0aTbKiBCHKOIO AIOOOB’I0 Ta
rAOOKOIO BASIYHICTIO 3a BaKAUBY pOOOTY, SIKy IIPOBOAUTH €Bporierichbka
Meperka 3 Npo(didaKTUKM KYpiHHSA Ta BXKMBAHHA TIOTIOHY. 3 MOMEHTY
3acHyBaHH: B bprocceai y 1997 portii Bu cayryeTe IpoBigHOIO 114aTPOpPMOIO
AAsl KOOpAVHALII Ta aaBOKallil, 00’€AHy€Te eKcIlepTis Ta ¢axiBlliB y raaysi
OXOPOHM 340pPOB’sS Ha HAIIOMy KOHTMHEHTI 3a4Asl  AOCSATHEHH:
041aropogHOi MeTM — CyCIIiAbCTBa, BIABHOTO Bij AMXa TIOTIOHOBOI Ta
HiIKOTMHOBOI 3aA€>KHOCTI.

Baima BiggaHicTh criiBIpanii Ta 40Ka3oBill HOAITHUII B raay3i OXOpOHU
340pPOB'sl, 0c00AMBO B cepi 3axMCTy AiTell Ta MOAOAL, TAMOOKO Pe3OHYE 3
erocoM [Ipasocaasnoi Llepksu.

Y mamowmy Ilarpiapmiomy mnocaanni nHa Pisaso 2016 poxy wmn
Or0A0CUAM HACTYIIHUI pik POKOM 3axmcTy CBATOCTI AUTUMHCTBA, BU3HAIOYH,
IIIO YMCTOTa AiTell € peaabHICTIO HaA3BMYaHOI CBATOCTI — 3HAKOM >KUTTS
ITapcTBa, MMAOCTMBO IIPUCYTHBOTO cepes Hac. Came TOMy OIlika Ta
TypOOTa IIpO MOAOAb 3aAMIIAIOTLCSA HaMBa’KAMBIIINM ITOKa3HUKOM
BigAaHOCTi OyAb-5IKOTO CyCIiAbCTBa CIIpaBi 400pa.

OgHak M1 3 BeAMKIM 3aHEIIOKOEHHAM CIIOCTepira€Mo, 1o B Halll yac
CBATICTb AUTUHCTBA OIMHAETBCA IIi4 Bce OiABIIOIO 3arpos3olo. Sk Mu
rornepeaxaan B ToMy X llocaanHi, BCeMPOHUKHNI BIIAUB €A€KTPOHHIX

3aco06iB MacoBol iHpopmariil MoKe TAMOO0KO BIIAMHYTU Ha BHYTPIIIIHIN CBiT



antyan. CydacHe nudpose cepesoBUIle YacTO IPoIarye IIOCTiliHe
Hal0aHHS Ta CHOXKMBAaHHS, IO 3 PaHHBOTO BiKy IIepeTBOPIOE AiTell Ha
IIPOCTUX CHO>KMBAYIB i IIPUCKOPIOE PYMHYBAaHHS IXHbOI HeBMHHOCTI.

ITs1 nHeGesnexka Hige He € HACTiABKM OYEBMAHOIO, SK y IOIIMPEHHI
HIKOTMHOBMX BMpPOOiB, IO BMKAMKAIOTh 3a4€XKHICTb. Y TOI 4ac SK
3BMYAMHUN TIOTIOH IIPOAOBXKY€E IIJOPOKY 3abupary MiAbJIOHM >KUTTIB,
3’SIBUANMCA HOBI IIPUCTPOI, HaBMNICHO pO3pOOAeHi A4 TOro, 100
3aMaHIOBaTU M0A40Ab. Uepes nmpusadAnBi popMu, KOAbOPU Ta CMaKl BOHI
IIparHyTh NPUB A3aTV BPa3AUBY AUTSIYY CBiAOMICTD, IO IIle pO3BMBAETLCS,
A0 XimiuyHOI 3aaexxHOCTi. Taka IIpakTMKa € TAMOOKMM 3004YeHHAM
IIpUPOAM, IO IEPeTBOPIOE HEBMHHY MO0404b Ha Te, mo llepksa y
OOrocA0BCBKOMY  pO3ayMi «3a >KUTT:A CBiTy» HasBada «pyLIiAMMU
HeCTPUMHOTO 3a3/PiCHOTO ITparHeHHsI».

IToneBoa€HHS MO3KY AUTVHH, 11O IIle PO3BUMBAETHC, 3aA€KHICTIO —
CTBOpeHHsI XMOHOI HOTpedu TaM, ge I He iCHyBaAO — Ile TpareAis, sKa
B/IMara€ 3ryproBaHol Biamnosiai. Hwnnai Taki opraniszanii, sAx ENSP,
BUKOHYIOTb pOAb CyCIIiABHMX BapTOBUX. Biacrolormoum 1mpaBa Ha
cepeJoBullle Oe3 IIaliHHs, peryAlOBaHHs Ta 3a0OpOHY peKdaMM IINX
IIKiAAMBUX IIPOAYKTiB, BM AOIOMara€Te 3aXMCTUTU CBOOOAY Ta TigHICTBH
HaCTYIIHOTO ITOKOAiHH:.

Mu BiTa€MO Bac i3 BalIyMI HEBTOMHMMM HayKOBMMM Ta OCBITHIMU
3yCUAAAMU 1 YAiA5€MO BalllOMy KepiBHUIITBY, BalllM 4YJA€HaM Ta BallllM
BapTUM IIOXBaAM IIpo€KkTaM Hamle Iupe Ilarpiapire 6aarocaoBeHHsI.
Hexaii Bu Hagaai BegeTe Hac A0 340poBilIoi €sponu i oOepira€Te Te, 110 €

HaJICBATIIINM cepej Hac, 3apaay XXUTTS CBITy Ta 10I0 AiTelA.



